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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 

COVID-19 – Coronavirus Parent Update 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we continue to face the challenges and uncertainties of Coronavirus in our Country, we 
continue to follow all of the advice being given to schools by the Government, Public 
Health England and St Francis & St Clare MAC Executive Leaders. 
 
As local and national statistics change daily, we are trying to ensure that all staff and 
children remain well and we can continue to open each day – unless we are advised 
otherwise by the government.  
 
Following the announcement yesterday, regarding the acceleration of social distancing, we 
have made the additional decisions to ensure our school community, including our 
vulnerable members, stay safe: 
 

• From tomorrow (Wednesday 18th March) – THE FOLLOWING AFTER SCHOOL 
EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: 

• LEGO CLUB (MONDAY) 

• COLOURING CLUB (WEDNESDAY) 

• SATS BOOSTERS (THURSDAY) 

•  At the moment, football and gymnastics will continue as they are run by 
external sports providers. 
Breakfast club will still be open but this may change due to staffing concerns. 
We would advise families, who use our breakfast club, to start to prepare possible 
alternative arrangements for before school childcare, just in case we do have 
heightened staff absences and are unable to keep this open in the near-future. 

• All external contacts – including professional services such as educational 
psychologists, specialist teachers etc have been asked to stay away and contact us 
via phone or web-link. Only meetings relating to safeguarding, health and safety or 
emergency situations will take place. 

• Parents of children with underlying health conditions will be contacted by school 
and advised to stay at home, following government guidance. 

• Any staff with underlying health conditions or classed as vulnerable will be shielded 
from any unnecessary exposure and have been asked to work from home. Staffing 
levels are being assessed daily and staff are using creative strategies to deliver 
teaching and learning.  

• All resources, such as: sand, water, play-doh etc – have been removed from 
classrooms to minimise contact and contamination.  
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• Staff have prepared a range of learning activities for resources in the event of 
school closures – we will notify you of the process of accessing these when 
needed. 

• Staff will not be meeting with any parents (including close contact on the 
playground) until further notice. If you are concerned about your child’s work or 
wellbeing, please contact the school office to request a telephone call back from 
your child’s teacher, this will be after the school day. Please be assured if there are 
any concerns in school with your child, we will also contact you via telephone. 
Please ensure all emergency contacts are updated on our school system – 
this is VERY important. 
 

 
To delay the spread of the virus, the Government has asked people with either a high 
temperature or a new / continuous cough to stay at home for 7 days - if they live alone. If 
they live in a household, all the members of the household need to be isolated for 
14 days – this will apply to all of our children as they do not live alone. 
 
The recent guidance states that a high temperature is anything recorded at or above 37.8. 
If your child is experiencing symptoms of a high temperature and/or a new 
continuous cough, they MUST stay at home. The entire household MUST self-isolate 
for 14 days. We will contact anyone who sends their child back into school before 
the end of this time and will request they are to be collected immediately. Please 
send your child to school on the 15th day if they have no symptoms. If symptoms 
deteriorate, please call 111. Your child’s attendance will be recorded as authorised.  
 
I will continue to update you regularly, once we received new information, but if you need 
advice for yourself or your child regarding the virus, please contact the Department for 
Education for Schools (DFE), helpline for schools:  
Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows:  
Phone: 0800 046 8687  
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support in this very challenging time. I would like to say a 
personal thank you to our staff body – they have been selfless, have gone ‘above and 
beyond’ and have surpassed all expectations to keep our children and families safe. 
 
Finally, we join together offering our prayers for all affected by this virus, especially those 
who have tragically lost their loved ones. We also pray that all in our school and wider 
community remain healthy and safe. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Mrs J Wardle 
Acting Principal 
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