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Happy Christmas to you all 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
I would like to take this opportunity to spend a moment reflecting on what has been an extremely 
busy and productive term at Corpus Christi and to say thank you to the staff and pupils for all their 
hard work. 
 
The Autumn term has seen a large amount of change with current teachers moving year groups, Mrs 
Beech returning to teach in year 2 and two new teachers, Mr Banks and Mrs Battrick joining the 
teaching team at Corpus Christi. The children settled very quickly back in after the summer holiday 
and it has been lovely to see them form positive relationships with their teachers and to quickly adapt 
to the school routines and expectations.  
 
We have focused on a number of improvements this term, including attendance and lateness, and I 
am pleased to report that we have seen improvements in both. I would like to thank Mrs Beech for all 
her hard work supporting families this term. Our attendance scores have improved and we hope that 
this will continue next term. The children who achieved 100% attendance this term have all received a 
certificate and a small prize. 
 
We are sad to say goodbye to three members of staff at the end of this term, Mrs McCormack, Miss 
Corbett-Evans and Mr Brookes. We wish them all the best of luck for the future and thank them for 
their dedication and service during their time at Corpus Christi. A special mention for Mrs McCormack 
who sadly says goodbye after 27 years! During that time she has taught so many children and 
supported both children and parents in many different ways.  
 
Thank you to Father Goodman and Deacon Frank for their ongoing support with the Catholic life of 
the school. The children have enjoyed visiting the church for the celebration of Mass and the liturgical 
services and rosary clubs that take place in school have helped them to grow closer to God through 
collective worship and prayer. A separate letter from Father Goodman includes details of the services 
that will take place at Corpus Christi Parish church. 
 
While it has been a very busy final week it has been an absolute pleasure to finish with the term with 
a number of performances and services to celebrate the season of Advent. We enjoyed our youngest 
children performing their own Nativity last week and this week the children in KS1 performed ‘Prickly 
Hay’ with such enthusiasm and the most amazing dance moves!  The children in KS2 led a beautiful 
and prayerful Carol service in church and approached their roles like true professionals! Well done to 
all the children and a huge thank you to all the staff for their hard work preparing the children and to 
you parents who provided costumes and supported the performances by attending and bringing your 
children back to school in the evening so they could take part. 
 
A school can be a very busy place and while the teaching staff are working hard with lessons, the PTFA 
have been very busy making sure that the children at Corpus were able to take part in the traditional 
Christmas activities. From transforming the entrance hall, to discos, the Christmas Fayre and shop and 
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an amazing party in the social centre today. I would like to give my grateful thanks to all of the PTFA 
for making Christmas happen and of course raising vital funds to help provide resources for the 
school. 
 
A few notices: 

School opens to all pupils on Tuesday 8th January. 

 Extra-Curricular Activity Clubs start on Monday 14th January and children will receive a letter on the 
first week back about the clubs for the Spring term. 

 PE kits must be washed and returned back to school on the first day back, as PE lessons will be taking 
place. 

 Swimming for Y4 starts back on Thursday 17th January. 

As you may be aware we have had a number of absences in the office and I would like to thank you 
for your patience and thank Mrs Rickwood from S4S who completed half a term with us and Miss 
Evans from St Mary’s who has helped us out in so many ways since October. I am pleased to say that 
we have recruited a full time admin support officer to start in January. I am sure that you will all give 
Mrs Walker a warm welcome and I know that she will quickly settle into her new role at Corpus. 
We also look forward to welcoming Mrs White and Mrs Adams who will begin teaching in year 3 and 
year 4 in January.  
 
A final thank you at the end of my first term at Corpus is to Mrs Beech for all her support. I know she 
is extremely experienced and highly valued among the parents and I feel very lucky to work with such 
an amazing Deputy Head.  
 
I wish you all – children, parents, staff and parish a peaceful and happy Christmas and New Year and I 
look forward to welcoming all the children back in January 2019 for another exciting year at Corpus 
full of promise and challenge.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs J Wardle 
Head of School 
 
 

May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope; the 

spirit of Christmas which is peace; the heart of Christmas 

which is love.- Ada V. Hendricks 
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